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Archaeology as Politics by Other Means In a political sense, the discipline of archaeology is at once trivial
and sig-nificant. Paradoxically, the significance of archaeology for political action springs from its triviality.
Archaeology by and large does not directly engage in the key political struggles of the modern world.
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and world-wide politics, and places the field of archaeology in the center stage of processes of cultural
domination, the nation as an imagined community, ethnic identity, social memory, and ultimately as a form of
cultural production.
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The focus on the political implications of culinary equipment and the role of feasting in imperial statecraft
arises at the intersection of several current trends in archaeology, anthropology, and social theory.
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the politics and practice of archaeology in conflict Why archaeologists are drawn to conï¬‚ ict Culture is a
prime arena for conï¬‚ ict, and archaeology an important source of mate-
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Silliman Agency, practical politics and the archaeology of culture contact193 not triï¬‚ing. It would be nearly
impossible and highly suspect for anthro-pologists to study every aspect of personal experience as relevant
to social analysis.
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